[A case of fatal pneumonia caused by Legionella pneumophila serogroup 6 developed after drowning in a public bath].
A 57-year-old male was admitted to our hospital because of high fever, productive cough and dyspnea. Six days prior to admission he had an episode of drowning in a public bath. On admission chest X-ray showed wide-spread pneumonia causing severe respiratory distress for which mechanical ventilatory support was started. Despite chemotherapy including erythromycin and rifampicin his condition continued to deteriorate. Chemistry showed marked elevation of CPK and findings of acute renal failure. He eventually passed away with septic shock. During the course Legionellae remained negative with culture of broncho-alveolar lavage fluid. L. pneumophila serogroup 1 (SG1) antigen in the urine was not detected, and no elevation of serum antibody titer was noted. Culture of the material obtained from the lung abscess at autopsy revealed L. pneumophila SG6 and serum antibody titer against SG6 also was found to be extremely high. With this evidence we concluded that this case of pneumonia was caused by L. pneumophila SG6. We believe this is the first reported case of the SG6 pneumonia in Japan. Another remarkable feature of this case was massive rhabdomyolysis pathologically confirmed after autopsy. Although the pathogenesis of this process has not been clarified, there are several case reports of rhabdomyolysis complicated with Legionnair's disease in the past. Therefore, we should bear in mind and pay careful attention while coping with this disease.